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3 Issues that the faith community might come together for:
At each of the report-out sessions about the survey, attendees were asked for 3 ideas where faith communities could work together around environmental issues.  Here are the answers we received.

Tuesday, March 18, 2008

1. Community/church composting – make a central location where congregations can bring their food scraps.

Gardening and local foods—creating plots to educate and also provide food to low-income peoples.

2. Battery recycling

Clean water—handling rain water/rain gardens

I like the TV recycling idea

3. When the change-over to digital TV’s create a place to recycle old TV’s

Disposal of old pharmaceuticals

Collection point for used batteries (flashlight, AAAs, etc.)

4. Collect old TVs

Fertilizer (lawn/garden) and soil-testing

Pharmaceuticals collection

5. Have more meetings like this one!

Lots of practical and do-able suggestions

Some ways to help people take the issue of creation care seriously.  Adult Ed, I guess.

6. Computer/printer cartridge disposal

7. Cleaner emissions from power plant/alternative energy

Computer/TV/Electronic gadget drop-off day

Promote phosphorous-free fertilizer/soaps

     Tree planting (breathe clean!)

8. Recycle Styrofoam cups, etc.

Adult curriculum

Worship center energy audit

9. Review use of bottled water

Emphasize things like gardening without condemning areas of major food production
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10. Community prayer/devotional relating to environmental stewardship

Natural/native landscaping seminars or activities

11. Recycle drives

Ideas of what others are doing and how

Collection of old household items (clothes, Tvs)  Things we could recycle to other people.

12. Wind-powered churches (Spirited churches)

Tom Urbaniak at 1st Presbyterian is working on pharmaceutical collection with our Care for Creation Team

         Condense the plethora of information into a manageable number of 

         “key” stewarding creation actions that Holland churches could all sign 

         on to.

13. Water use/quality

Paper consumption reduction

Food quality

Less use of disposable grocery bags: plastic and paper  (use cloth or recycle. 

Monday, March 31, 2008

1. Recycling beyond paper

2. After 9/11/01 the local pastors ALL came together to pray.  Out of this a g roup was begun ope n to all faiths – not just Christian.  The mission statement of One Creator God.  I think opening this to ALL faiths and encourage ALL cultures also.

3. Churches have to do a cost/benefit analysis (financial, time, space, etc.) of any new “project.”  Is there a source for help in this area?  Example:  Which is the most eco-friendly…real coffee mugs, paper hot cups or Styrofoam?

4. How to reduce energy used for transportattionk, including systemic approaches.

How to reduce home energy use—heating and elecgric.

How to effectively compost household waste & yard waste, including leaves.

More and more comprehensive recycling information and resources.

5. Computer/laptop computer recycling

Rechargable battery, NiCad, NiHyslide recycling (Lowes)

Pharmaceutical surplus recycling

Educational Information exchange

Compact florescent/Florescent tube recycling information

6. Worship/Liturgy with creation focus.  Identify a time/week/month to focus on this—each in our own churches.

Like this presentation—could events/presentations always be offered on more than one evening?

Positive focused options—organic foods, grass-fed animals, vegetarian cooking.  Not always doom and gloom.

Yes to pharmaceutical and TV recycling together.

As a highly overcommitted person, please consider simple, practical ideas that I can do at home.

7. Stop use of water bottles.  Education on water being pulled from our 

     state water supplies.  Stopping use of new vitamin water products.

     Pharmaceutical recycling/recovery programs for both controlled and 

     non-controlled substances.

     Initiate recycling opportunities: steel, electronics, Styrofoam, cardboard,    

     etc. 

8. Comprehensive transportation system for West Michigan region.

Alternative fuels

Non-coal burning power plants

9. Training each church to recycle.  (what, how, where)  Possible sending a 

     speaker to speak in the worship service so more people clan be made 

     aware rather than a week night.

     Send speakers to speak in children’s gatherings in individual churches or 

     city-wide gathering (churches all cooperating).

     Arrange contests (with prizes) for recycling (ep. Styrofoam cups in some 

     Type of bags)  Count no. of bags or weight.

     Clothing exchange

     Furniture exchange

     Bike exchange

10. Information about how to dispose of televisions in an environmentally responsive way to respond to coming change over to digital format.

Begin program to help people dispose of drugs in a responsible way—a and to discourage dumping them in sewer system.

Help/information about to dispose of items not taken by Holland’s recycle system—styrofoam, florescent bulbs, plastic grocery/retail bags, etc.

11. Get someone to make the topic “worship centered” and not another Sierra Club—instead, basic Biblical teachings.  Make this a “big gun” to draw a crowd.  Some of us might contribute $$ to pay costs.

Teach somehow the urgency of the topic, like glaciers at Glacier Park are soon to go!

Award some sort of prize for the most creative church “green” project. i.e. church bus again! Or car pooling to church.  Re-installing “funeral home fans” to allow summer thermostats to be put higher.

12. Timing is right to now bring in some acclaimed speaker on environmental stewardship and open up to all Holland area churches.  (Cal DeWitt or….)

